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All these events excited a considerable interest
throughout Great Britain in the family which had
been abandoned for a dozen years on an unknown
island in the Indian Ocean, and in Jenny's adven-
tures and her stay on Burning Rock. The story
which had been written by Jean Zermatt appeared
in the English and foreign newspapers, and under
the title of " The Swiss Family Robinson," it was
destined to a fame equal to that won already by the
immortal work of Daniel Defoe.
The consequence of all this was that the
Admiralty decided to take possession of New
Switzerland, Moreover, this new possession had
some very considerable advantages to offer. The
island occupied an important position in the east
of the Indian Ocean, near the entrance to the Sunda
seas, on the road to the Far East. Seven hundred
and fifty miles at most separated it from the western
coast of Australia. The sixth part of the world,
discovered by the Dutch in 1605, visited by Abel
Tasman in 1644 and by Captain Cook in 1774, was
destined to become one of England's principal
dominions. Thus the Admiralty could but con-
gratulate itself on its acquisition of an island so
near that continent.
And thus the despatch of the Unicorn to its waters
was decided upon. The corvette would set out
again in a few months under the command of
Lieutenant Littlestone, promoted captain on this